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This last year has been a particularly challenging year for me personally and, I believe, for the church 
as a whole. For some time now I have felt that I had a vision laid on my heart by the Lord. I felt that 
in order for our church here in Leigh to grow and encourage children and families to join us, there 
needed to be a link, a continuity between all our youth and children’s work, and that of the wider 
church at St. Mary’s. We needed to have a natural path of progress for our younger members to 
take, one which would gently take them on a journey to full adult membership. A journey that would 
include the whole family of the church. I believe we have now fulfilled at least the first part of that 
vision. We now have linking children’s and youth work that gives continuity from infants right up to 
teenage years. We have parent involvement in every aspect of those groups. We have young adult 
leadership home grown from our youth work here. We have links through the family services to the 
wider church at St. Mary’s. We have involvement of the older members of the church in this work 
also. 
 
Church  

 Totzone   Carers & Toddlers Wednesdays weekly 

 Junior Church   Children  Monthly on Sundays 

 Craftzone   Ages 5-8  Thursdays weekly  

 Dramazone   Ages 9-11  Thursdays weekly 

 Yzone    Ages 9-14  Mondays fortnightly 

 Youth choir   Ages 9-14  Mondays fortnightly 

 Young adult leadership  leading at youth/youth choir Mondays weekly 
Wider community 

 School    Weekly school assemblies 

 Family services   All ages – 2nd & 4th Sundays involving youth choir on 4th. 

 Scouts    Uniformed groups – 10-14 yrs 

 Gambia    ‘Mission’ abroad involving wider community & church 

 Prayer team   Wednesdays weekly 
 
We also now have a dedicated team of volunteers from our church who assist me in my ministry, 
making it possible for all the above to happen. 
 
Much has now been achieved, but we mustn’t be complacent. There is still work to be done in 
communicating this message to our whole church family. We need to share this vision with those of 
our family who perhaps don’t recognise that what goes on in the week is part of being a member of 
St. Mary’s, just like attending different styles and types of worship on a Sunday is still going to 
church, attending these groups is still going to church. We are all members of St. Mary’s and each is 
valued as such, regardless of time, day, type or style. 
 
My prayer for the coming year is that we come together as one family, recognising that each 
member has an important part and role to play in the whole, and that we all value each other 
regardless of age, style, time or place of church membership. 
 
One Body, Many Parts. 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
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